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Udumbara wood, the length of which should be the breadth of
twelve fingers for a Brahman, ten for a Ksatriya, and eight
for a Vaisya.
He then bathes again in the ordinary way, his forehead is
marked with saffron and sandal-wood, and he puts on the
clothes provided by his maternal uncle. These clothes are
brought in procession by male relatives and servants from
the uncle's house, carried on brass and wicker trays, and as
these trays may not be sent back empty, coco-nuts, areca-nuts,
a few annas, or even presents of clothes are put on them.
The same uncle has at this time also to give presents of
clothes to th'e boy's mother and his brothers and sisters.
Before the boy puts on his new coat, he gives away the
pieces of antelope skin which had been tied round his neck,
and as soon as he is dressed, he gives away another symbol of
his studenthood, the staff.
Here again there comes another touching ceremony, when
for the last time his mother can treat her son as a little child*
When a man in a state of great good fortune wishes to avoid
attracting the influences of the evil eye, he puts a lemon some-
where in his clothing, but a little child is safeguarded by lamp-
black, and so now, to mark the boy's transition, his mother
steps forward and, for the last time, guards against the ill
fortune his new clothes and general good luck might bring
him by marking his eyelashes with lamp-black and making
a smudge of it near his right ear. Henceforth, however dearly
she may love him, the mother's love cannot protect him, she
can only hope that he and his friends will not be careless
about putting a lime in his turban or taking other grown-up
precautions.
Whilst he was a Brahmacan, the lad could never look in a
mirror, but now he is presented with that prime necessity
for a marriageable young man, and, for the first time in his
life, he carries an umbrella, and, of course, puts on shoes.
We have seen that he gave up his student's staff; instead of
that, he is given a green bamboo to use on the entertaining